
Mason C. Summers, born 06 February, 1801 in Montgomery Co KY. 
   

From Wilma Summers, a photocopy of a biography by ? from an unknown book:  
   

    Mason Summers was born in Montgomery County, Kentucky, February 6, 1801.  His 
paternal grandfather and parents moved from Virginia to Kentucky in 1791.  His father, 
John Summers, volunteered in the patriot army at the age of sixteen, and was present at the 
surrender of Cornwallis.  His grandfather died, in Kentucky, at the advanced age of one 
hundred and nineteen years.  At the age of one hundred and ten years, he voted at an 
election in Mount Sterling, Montgomery County, Kentucky.  Mason was the eighth of a 
family of twelve children, seven sons and five daughters.  The two eldest were born in 
Virginia;  the others in Kentucky.  He left May's Lick, Mason County, his home in 
Kentucky, on the 8th of September, 1836, and reached Clay County, Missouri, October 15, 
following.  He continued to reside there till the spring of 1849, when he moved to a locality 
in Clinton County, within two and a half miles of what is now the town of Lathrop, where 
he owned a farm of 1,120 acres.  He continued to farm there, on a large scale, for the period 
of seven years.  In 1856, he moved to Hainesville, in Jackson Township, where, in 
partnership with James P. Gee [this is his daughter Agnes' father-in-law], he opened the 
largest stock of goods ever offered for sale in the place.  They continued to operate till the 
civil war compelled them to suspend and wrecked their fortunes.  In the spring of 1875, he 
moved to Lathrop, where he has since continued to reside.  December 4, 1823, he was 
married to Miss Maria Bell, a daughter of Daniel Bell of Virginia.  They had ten children, 
four sons and six daughters.  Of these (in 1881) two sons, James Mason and John T., and 
two daughters, Mrs. Matilda Peters and Laura Summers, survive.  One son, Aaron M. 
Summers, a youth of rare gifts of intellect, was graduated in Bethany College with high 
honors in the class of 1857, and died shortly after from the effects of intense mental 
application.  In 1828, Mr. Summmers united with the Baptist Church at May's Lick, 
Kentucky.  He was among the earliest to unite with the Christian Church, of which he has 
ever since continued to be an active and zealous member, and a prominent and liberal 
supporter.  In his generation one of the wealthiest men in this section of country, in the 
closing days of his advanced age he bears the reverses of fortune with a cheerful 
resignation. 
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